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Lesson Plan 1: Environmental Issues in Business  

Target Audience: VET Students (adaptable to specific programs) 

Learning Objectives: 

• Identify key environmental challenges faced by businesses today. 
• Analyze the impact of business practices on the environment. 
• Explore technological advancements that can help businesses minimize their 

environmental footprint. 
• Evaluate case studies of businesses implementing sustainable practices. 
• Develop innovative solutions to environmental problems relevant to their chosen VET 

field. 

Materials: 

• Whiteboard or projector 
• Markers or pens 
• Laptops/Tablets with internet access (optional) 
• Online brainstorming tools (e.g., Padlet, MURAL) (optional) 
• Case studies on businesses with innovative environmental practices (relevant to 

student's VET field) (https://sbc.org.nz/) 
• Short video clips showcasing environmental issues caused by businesses (optional) 

(Use with caution and ensure age-appropriateness) 

Technology Integration: 

• Utilize online resources for research on environmental issues and case studies. Project 
platform https://csv4vet.eu/wp/course-overview/ 

• Use presentation software to display key points and visuals. 
• Employ online brainstorming tools for collaborative identification of environmental 

challenges. 
• Explore virtual tours of companies with leading sustainable practices (e.g., through 

company websites or documentaries). 
• Utilize online design tools to prototype or visualize student-developed solutions. 

Lesson Duration: 90 minutes (adaptable) 

Lesson Activities: 

Introduction (15 minutes): 

1. Brainstorming: Ask students, "What are some environmental issues facing the world 
today?" List their responses on the board or utilize an online brainstorming tool. 

2. Connecting Business & Environment: Discuss how business activities can 
contribute to environmental problems (e.g., pollution, resource depletion, waste 
generation). 
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3. Benefits of Sustainability: Briefly highlight the benefits of sustainable business 
practices (e.g., cost savings, improved brand image, regulatory compliance). 

Activity 1: Environmental Impact Assessment (20 minutes): 

1. Group Discussion: Divide students into groups based on their VET fields. Each 
group identifies specific environmental challenges that businesses within their field 
might contribute to. 

2. Impact Analysis: Encourage students to analyze the specific ways these businesses 
impact the environment (e.g., energy consumption, waste generation in a 
manufacturing setting). 

3. Class Sharing: Each group shares their findings with the class, creating a 
comprehensive picture of environmental challenges across different VET fields. 

Activity 2: Technology for Environmental Solutions (30 minutes): 

1. Technology Showcase: Briefly present a few examples of technological 
advancements that can help businesses minimize their environmental footprint (e.g., 
renewable energy sources, energy-efficient technologies, waste reduction 
technologies). 

2. Case Study Analysis: Provide students with case studies of companies within their 
VET field known for their innovative environmental practices. 

3. Individual Analysis: Students analyze the case studies, focusing on the specific 
technologies or practices used by the company to address environmental challenges. 

4. Class Discussion: Facilitate a class discussion where students share their insights 
from the case studies. Encourage them to compare and contrast different approaches 
and identify best practices. 

Activity 3: Innovation for Sustainability (25 minutes): 

1. Challenge Activity: Ask students to develop a creative and innovative solution, 
utilizing technology if applicable, to address a specific environmental challenge 
within their chosen VET field. Encourage them to consider the solutions presented in 
the case studies. 

2. Solution Presentations: Students can present their ideas using online design tools if 
available, or through hand-drawn sketches or verbal explanations. 

Wrap-up & Assessment (10 minutes): 

1. Recap: Briefly summarize the key takeaways from the lesson (environmental impact 
of businesses, role of technology in sustainability). 

2. Reflection: Ask students to reflect on how businesses in their chosen field can 
contribute to a more sustainable future. 

3. Assessment: Consider ongoing assessment based on class participation, the creativity, 
practicality, and incorporation of technology in the proposed solutions from Activity 
3. 

Differentiation: 
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• Provide additional support for struggling students by offering them a list of resources 
or guiding them towards relevant case studies. 

• Challenge advanced students to research and present on emerging technologies with 
the potential to revolutionize sustainability practices within their VET field. 

Lesson Plan 2: Environmental Issues in Business  

Target Audience: VET Students (adaptable to specific programs) 

Learning Objectives: 

• Identify key environmental challenges faced by businesses. 
• Analyse the impact of business operations on the environment. 
• Explore technological advancements that can contribute to environmental 

sustainability. 
• Evaluate case studies of businesses implementing innovative solutions to 

environmental issues. 
• Develop a plan for incorporating sustainable practices within their chosen VET field. 

Materials: 

• Whiteboard or projector 
• Markers or pens 
• Laptops/Tablets with internet access 
• Presentation software (optional) 
• Online brainstorming tools (e.g., MURAL, Padlet) (optional) 
• Case studies on businesses with innovative environmental solutions (relevant to 

student's VET field) (https://www.forbes.com/)) 
• Short video clips showcasing environmental damage caused by businesses (optional) 

(Use with caution and ensure age-appropriateness) 

Technology Integration: 

• Utilize online resources for research on environmental issues and innovative 
solutions. Project platform https://csv4vet.eu/wp/course-overview/, 
https://csv4vet.eu/wp/courses/csv/environmental-issues-in-business/  

• Use presentation software or online brainstorming tools to capture student ideas. 
• Explore virtual tours of companies with leading sustainable practices (e.g., through 

company websites or documentaries). 
• Encourage students to utilize online research tools to analyse case studies. 

Lesson Duration: 90 minutes (adaptable) 

Lesson Activities: 

Introduction (15 minutes): 

1. Brainstorming: Ask students, "What are some environmental issues facing the world 
today?" List their responses on the board or utilize an online brainstorming tool. 
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2. Connecting Business & Environment: Explain how business operations can 
contribute to environmental issues (e.g., resource consumption, pollution, waste 
generation). 

3. Regulation & Consumer Pressure: Briefly discuss the role of environmental 
regulations and consumer pressure in driving businesses towards sustainability. 

Activity 1: Environmental Impact Assessment (20 minutes): 

1. Group Discussion: Divide students into groups based on their VET fields. Each 
group identifies specific environmental challenges that businesses within their field 
might contribute to. 

2. Life Cycle Analysis (Optional): Introduce the concept of Life Cycle Analysis (LCA) 
as a tool for assessing the environmental impact of products or services. You can use 
a simplified version or provide online resources for further exploration. 

3. Class Sharing: Each group shares their findings with the class, creating a 
comprehensive list of environmental concerns related to different VET fields. 

Activity 2: Technology for a Sustainable Future (30 minutes): 

1. Technology Showcase: Briefly present a few examples of technological 
advancements that can help businesses minimize their environmental impact (e.g., 
renewable energy sources, energy efficiency solutions, circular economy practices). 
Utilize visuals and online resources. 

2. Case Study Analysis: Provide students with case studies of businesses within their 
VET field known for implementing innovative solutions to environmental challenges. 

3. Individual Analysis: Students analyse the case studies, focusing on the specific 
technological tools or innovative practices used by the company to achieve 
environmental sustainability. 

4. Class Discussion: Facilitate a class discussion where students share their insights 
from the case studies. Encourage them to compare and contrast different approaches 
and identify best practices. 

Activity 3: Sustainable Solutions in Your Field (25 minutes): 

1. Challenge Activity: Ask students to develop a plan for incorporating a sustainable 
practice within their chosen VET field. Encourage them to consider the technologies 
or solutions presented in the case studies and brainstorm how they could be adapted to 
their specific industry. 

2. Plan Presentations: Students present their plans to the class, highlighting the chosen 
sustainable practice, its potential benefits, and any technological considerations. 

Wrap-up & Assessment (10 minutes): 

1. Recap: Briefly summarize the key takeaways from the lesson (importance of 
environmental sustainability in business, role of technology and innovation). 

2. Reflection: Ask students to reflect on how their understanding of environmental 
issues and business practices has been impacted by the lesson. 

3. Assessment: Consider ongoing assessment based on class participation, the creativity 
and practicality of the proposed sustainable practices in Activity 3, and the 
incorporation of technology in their plans. 
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Differentiation: 

• Provide additional support for struggling students by offering them a list of resources 
or guiding them towards relevant case studies with clear applications to their VET 
field. 

• Challenge advanced students to research and present on emerging technologies with 
the potential to significantly reduce environmental impact within their chosen field. 

References: 

• Forbes: Corporate Social Responsibility https://www.forbes.com/) 

https://csv4vet.eu/wp/courses/csv/environmental-issues-in-business/  

Lesson Plan 3: Environmental Issues in Business  

Target Audience: VET Students (adaptable to specific programs) 

Learning Objectives: 

• Identify key environmental issues impacting businesses. 

pen_spark 

• Analyse the business case for environmental sustainability. 
• Explore technological advancements that can mitigate environmental impact. 
• Evaluate case studies of businesses implementing sustainable practices. 
• Develop innovative solutions to environmental challenges within their chosen VET 

field. 

Materials: 

• Whiteboard or projector 
• Markers or pens 
• Laptops/Tablets with internet access 
• Presentation software (optional) 
• Online resources on environmental issues (e.g., https://www.epa.gov/) 
• Case studies on businesses implementing sustainable practices (relevant to student's 

VET field) (https://hbsp.harvard.edu/cases/) 

Technology Integration: 

• Utilize online resources for research on environmental issues and case studies. 
https://csv4vet.eu/wp/courses/csv/environmental-issues-in-business/  

• Use presentation software to display key points, statistics, and visuals. 
• Explore interactive simulations or virtual reality experiences related to environmental 

challenges (e.g., climate change impacts). 
• Encourage students to utilize online collaboration tools (e.g., Padlet, MURAL) for 

group activities. 
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Lesson Duration: 90 minutes (adaptable) 

Lesson Activities: 

Introduction (15 minutes): 

1. Brainstorming: Ask students, "What are some environmental issues facing the world 
today?" Briefly discuss their responses and acknowledge the impact on businesses. 

2. Introduction & Impact: Define environmental issues in business and highlight the 
potential consequences of environmental degradation (e.g., resource scarcity, 
increased regulations, consumer pressure). 

Activity 1: The Business Case for Sustainability (20 minutes): 

1. Cost & Benefit Analysis: Present a brief overview of the financial benefits and cost 
savings associated with implementing sustainable practices (e.g., energy efficiency, 
waste reduction). 

2. Online Research: Students use laptops/tablets to research specific environmental 
issues relevant to their chosen VET field. They then identify the potential financial 
and reputational risks associated with those issues for businesses in their field. 

3. Group Discussion: Divide students into groups and encourage them to share their 
research findings. Discuss how these environmental issues can impact businesses 
financially and affect their brand reputation. 

Activity 2: Technology for Environmental Solutions (30 minutes): 

1. Technology Showcase: Present a few examples of technological advancements that 
can help businesses mitigate their environmental impact (e.g., renewable energy 
sources, smart grids, precision agriculture). Utilize visuals and online resources. 

2. Case Study Analysis: Provide students with case studies of companies within their 
VET field recognized for their innovative approaches to environmental sustainability. 

3. Individual Analysis: Students analyse the case studies, focusing on the specific 
technologies or practices the company utilizes to reduce its environmental footprint. 
Encourage them to consider the applicability of these solutions to their chosen field. 

4. Class Discussion: Facilitate a class discussion where students share their insights 
from the case studies. Encourage them to analyse the effectiveness of the 
implemented solutions and discuss potential challenges. 

Activity 3: Innovation Challenge (25 minutes): 

1. Challenge: Ask students to develop a creative and innovative solution, utilizing 
technology if applicable, to address a specific environmental challenge within their 
chosen VET field. Encourage them to consider the solutions presented in the case 
studies. 

2. Solution Presentations: Provide each student or group with a short time to showcase 
their proposed solution to the class. 

Wrap-up & Assessment (10 minutes): 
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1. Recap: Briefly summarize the key takeaways from the lesson (environmental issues, 
business case for sustainability, role of technology and innovation). 

2. Assessment: Consider ongoing assessment based on class participation, online 
research findings (Activity 1), and the creativity, practicality, and incorporation of 
technology in the proposed solutions from Activity 3. 

Differentiation: 

• Provide struggling students with a list of pre-selected environmental issues relevant to 
their VET field for research in Activity 1. 

• Challenge advanced students to research and present on emerging technologies that 
have the potential to revolutionize environmental sustainability in their chosen field. 

References: 

• United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA): https://www.epa.gov/ 
• Harvard Business School Case Studies: Business Sustainability 

(https://hbsp.harvard.edu/cases/) 
• https://csv4vet.eu/wp/courses/csv/environmental-issues-in-business/  

 


